Jesus had died on the cross but 3 days later he had come back to life and he had appeared to his followers and sometimes to large crowds for 40 days after this. 

On one occasion, while he was with them, he told them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. John baptised with water but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit”.

After these 40 days, while his close friends the apostles were watching, Jesus rose into heaven to return to living with God. Just before going, Jesus had told them again about the Holy Spirit - that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came on them and they would be his witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
 
A few days after Jesus went to be with God, the apostles were all together in one place when a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit just as Jesus had told them and a strange thing happened – they began to speak in other languages.

There were lots of people from different places staying in Jerusalem and, when each one heard their own language being spoken, they were amazed and wondered what was happening.  They could all hear the apostles speaking about God in languages that everybody there could understand. 

Peter stood up and spoke to the crowd. He said, “Let me explain this to you. People handed Jesus over to be killed but everything that has happened has been part of God’s plan. God raised Jesus back to life because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  We saw and heard what happened. Jesus has received from God the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. God has made Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

 When the people heard this, they were shocked and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Those who accepted this message were baptised. About three thousand people became followers of Jesus that day.
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